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Our  God  is  Greater  Than  Katrina 


By  Jim  Futral 


h' 


BCB  Exec.  Drector-Treasurer 


Donations 
to  hurricane 
relief  effort 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB) 
is  currently  accepting 
donations  to  fund  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  effort  along  the  Gulf 
Coast  in  the  afterma^  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  ori' 
August  29.  Checks  should 
be  made  payable  to  MBCB, 
with  "Hurricane  Relief" 
noted  on  the  memo  line, 
and  mailed  to  MBCB 
Business  Office,  P.O...  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Fully  100%  of  the 
donations  will  be  used  for 
hurricane  relief. 
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Mississippi  Baptists  have 
been  severely  hurt  and  hindered 
hy  the  monster  storm  named 
Katrina.  Our  churches,  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  our  churches,  our  schools, 
our  retreat  centers,  and  our 
associations  have  been  dealt  a 
staggering  blow  —  but  while  we 
are  nurt,  we  are  not  hopeless. 

As  Katrina  made  her  march 
across  the  warm  Gulf  waters 
with  New  Orleans  and  the 
Mississippi  Coast  as  her  bull's 
eye  and  men  struck  and  moved 
northward  through  the  sta^e,  it 
was  as  though  the  Lord  Himself 
reminded  me  that  it  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  storm  that“-fHe 
walked  on  the  water.  He  cafne 
to  His  disciples  walking  on  top 
of  the  thing  that  scared  them 
the  most  —  the  storm  with  its 
winds  and  waves. 

Nttw  wg  live  in  the  storm  and 
its  aftermath,  and  we  must  look, 
listen,  and  expierience  the  wonder 
of  Jesus  coming  to  meet  our  needs 
even  when  we  are  in  the  storm.  DEV/ 

For  seven  years  now  1  have  across  tl 
written  to  you  weekly  in  this  arti-  where  I 
cle  1  entitled  Directions.  While  it  destroye 
is  generally  of  a  pastoral  nature 
in  which  1  attempt  to  point  us  to 
a  truth  or  focus  on  a  note  of  encouragement, 
today  allow  me  to  just  in  brief  form  give  you 
some  directions  that  can  help  all  of  us  as  we 
deal  with  what  is  being  called  by  some  the 
greatest  disaster  in  American  history. 

PRAY  —  While  you  may  not  be  able  to 
get  your  arms  around  the  magnitude  of  the 
disaster,  you  can  gel  your  heart  zeroed  in 
on  one  person,  or  one  problem,  or  one  pos¬ 
sibility  and  talk  to  God  about  it.  You  may 
have  family  members  that  have  been 
directly  hurt  or  their  possessions 
destroyed.  You  may  know  of  a  church  or 
someone  at  one  of  our  schools  that  you  can 
lift  up  to  the  Father.  The  list  is  endless,  but 
you  can  choose  one  area  and  get  with  God 
concerning  it.  Pray  for  one  another  and  let 
folks  know  that  you  are  praying  for  them. 

GIVE  —  Literally  withm  hours  after 
Katrina  hit,  Mississippi  Baptists  were  able 
to  implement  feeding  stations  across  the 
Coast  and  bring  help  and  a  ray  of  hope  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  to  thousanas  of  people. 
The  only  reason  those  feedings  stations 
were  available  with  all  of  the  equipment 
necessary  to  operate  them  is  because  of  the 
generous  giving  of  folks  like  you. 

Every  year  a  part  of  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  is  ^ecifi- 
cally  committed  to  disaster  relief!  This 
year  is  no  different,  but  much  more  will  be 
needed.  Some  churches  are  even  consider¬ 
ing  providing  one  to  three  months  of  pas¬ 
toral  support  for  a  specific  church  that  has 
been  affected.  You  may  personally  send  a 
gift  or  if  your  church  is  taking  an  offering 
For  Katrina  disaster  relief,  just  send  it  to 
Hurricane  Relief,  c/o  Mississippi  Baptist 


m 


DEVASTATED  —  First  Church,  Gulfport,  lies  in  ruins  after  Hurricane  Katrina  unleashed  its  fury 
across  the  Gulf  Coast  on  August  29.  The  church,  which  lies  just  across  Highway  90  from  the  beach 
where  Katrina  made  landfall,  was  among  the  approximately  100  Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
destroyed  or  significantly  damaged  by  the  historic  storm.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  jr.) 


Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  MBCB,  with  "Hurricane 
Relief"  noted  on  the  memo  line.  The  funds 
will  be  used  completely  and  for  nothing 
else  other  than  to  help  in  the  relief  needs 
from  this  tremendous  storm. 

GO  —  Some  of  you  will  vyant  to  help  by- 
going,  working,  lifting,  and  loading.  Your 
churches  can  organize  and  be  a  part  of  a  pro 
ject  to  help  others.  If  you  need  assistance  in 
that  process  to  know  where  to  go  and  how 
you  can  connect  with  a  need,  then  please  call 
Jim  Didlake,  director  of  Men's  Ministry  at 
the  convention  board,  and  his  office  will 

help  provide  infor-  -  - 

mation  for  you. 

We  are  in  the  very 
beginning  stages  of 
response  to  this  trag¬ 
ic  storm.  We  have 
been  through  many 
storms  before  in  our 
state,  but  none  of  the 
magnitude  of 

Katrina.  I  suppose 
we  could  say  that 
Katrina  is  the  new 
Camille.  In  spite  of 
that,  we  have  a  God 
who  is  greater  than 
the  storms  and 
greater  than  any 
crises  we  have  faced 
or  ever  will  face. 

Finally,  may  I 
point  out  to  you 
that  this  storm  is 


not  just  about  us  because  just  across  the 
state  line  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
area  there  are  friends  and  fellow  believ¬ 
ers  who  are  hurting  beyond  measure. 
Our  seminary  in  New  Orleans  that  has 
helped  prepare  thousands  and  thou¬ 
sands  for  service  and  ministry  has  been 
severely  damaged.  It  is  not  just  about  us. 
It  is  about  God^s  Kingdom  w'ork,  and  the 
response  that  we  give  involves  all  of  us. 

Many  days  will  be  filled  with  uncer¬ 
tainties  and  we  will  be  in  uncharted 
waters,  but  we  will  look  to  our  God  who 
knows  what  the  future  holds  and  ever  so 
lovingly  continues  to  hold  us. 
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A  practitioner  of  *the  craft  of 
journalism  foy'over  30  years,  1 
nave  always  been  supremely 
confident  that  1  could  find  the  words 
to  describe  any  event.  Now  1  know 
that  is  no  longer  true. 

Just  four-and-a-half  days  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  1  saw  first¬ 
hand  the  utter  destruction  wrought  by 
this  monster  of  nature.  What  I  experi¬ 
enced  has  left  me  shaken  and  at 
a  loss  to  describe  the  sights, 
sounds  (and  absence  thereof), 
and  smells  1  encountered. 

There  was  the  beautiful 
beach  front  home  in  Long  Beach 
—  long  one  of  my  dream  homes 
—  rolled  up  like  broken  limbs 
into  a  16-foot-high  pile  and 
shoved  several  lots  aw^  from 
its  original  position.  Peering 
between  the  broken  boards  and 
con\'ulsed  pipes,  a  family's  life 
story  was  revealed  to  me. 

I  saw  the  shattered  antique 
dining  table,  and  nearby  was  the 
heirloom  embroidered  table¬ 
cloth  that  once  adorned  the 
table.  I  saw  the  clothes  and  the 
tennis  shoes  and  a  swath  of  bro¬ 
ken  tile  flooring  from  a  bathrcxim.  I  saw 
the  children's  twisted  toys.  In  the  area 
that  was  once  the  attic,  exquisite  hand¬ 
made  quilts,  no  doubt  made  lovingly  be 
someone's  grandmother,  had  been 
packed  away  with  such  care  but  were 
now  exposed  to  the  elements  and  ruined. 
I  had  to  turn  away.  I  felt  like  a  voyeur. 
There  was  no  sound,  except  for  the 
occasional  Blackhawk  helicopter  pass¬ 
ing  overhead  and  the  terns  beckoning 
to  each  other  as  they  drifted  lazily 
through  the  clear  Gulf  sky.  It  was  like 
being  on  the  dark  side  of  the  moon. 


Our  defining  time 


Upon  my  return  to  Jackson,  1 
received  a  call  from  the  Record's  con¬ 
tract  printer  informing  me  the  Post 
Office  notified  him  that  they  would 
not  be  accepting  mail  to  the  Coast. 
There  can  be  no  mail  because  there  are 
no  post  offices  left  and  even  if  there 
were,  there  are  no  people  or  homes  to 
which  the  mail  can  be  delivered. 

There  will  be  storm  victims  — 
refugees,  if  you  will  —  in  need  of  our 
help  for  many  years.  How  Christians 
react  to  this  historic  challenge  will 
define  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  for 
decades  to  come.  More  to  the  point, 
how  Baptists  react  to  this  historic  chal¬ 
lenge  will  define  us  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  for  decades  to  come. 

As  tragic  as  this  disaster  truly  is,  it 
will  undoubtedly  open  opportunities 
for  each  of  us  to  prove  we  have  been 
changed  by  the  touch  of  the  Savior. 
We  need  only  rerhember  our  Lord's 
words  in  Matthew  25:34-40  (NIV): 

Then  the  King  will  say  to  those  on  his 
right,  'Come,  you  who  are  blessed  by  my 
Father;  take  your  inheritance,  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  since  the  creation  of  tlte 
world.  For  I  uns  hungry  and  you  gave  me 
something  to  eat,  1  ivas  thirsty  and  you  gave 
me  something  to  drink,  I  ivas  a  stranger  and 
you  invited  me  in,  I  needed  clothes  and  you 
clothed  me,  I  was  sick  and  you  looked  after 
me,  I  urns  in  prison  and  you  came  to  visit  me.' 

"Then  tne  righteous  will  answer  him, 
‘Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  hungry  and 
feed  you,  or  thirsty  and  give  you  some¬ 
thing  to  drink?  When  did  we  see  you  a 
stranger  and  invite  you  in,  or  needing 
clothes  and  clothe  you?  When  did  we  see 
you  sick  or  in  prison  and  go  to  visit  you?' 

"The  King  will  reply,  '/  tell  you  the 
truth,  whatever  you  did  for  one  of  the  least 
of  these  brothers  of  mine,  you  did for  me."' 


#■ 


ni^ASTER  RELIEF 


FEEDING  VICTIMS  —  John  Richardson  (left) 
and  David  Warren,  members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  fill  a  portable 
food  container  on  September  1  with  meals  for  the 
victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  The  Task  Force's  mass 
feeding  unit,  operating  from  First  Church,  Biloxi,  is 
capable  of  preparing  more  than  10,000  meals  per 
day.  Mississippi  Baptist  chainsaw  crews  are  also  in 
the  devastated  area,  helping  victims  clear  debris. 
(BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


The  scenes  of  destruction  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
are  harrowing,  heart¬ 
rending  and  deeply  troubling. 
Virtually  no  one  could  fail  to  be 
moved  by  the  devastation  of 
human  lives  and  property  we 
see  in  television  coverage. 

For  many  of  us,  tne  first 
impulse  may  well  be  to  ponder 
ways  to  get  food,  water  and 
other  staples  of  life  to  the  hard¬ 
est  hit  areas.  We  intensely  wish 
for  an  instantaneous  way  to 
transfer  material  goods  to  those 
in  dire"  circumstances. 

So  why  should  one  ^ve 
money  instead  of  food?  ^nie 
simple  answer  is  access.  It's 
impossible  for  any  citizen  with 
a  generous  heart  and  a  decent 
bank  account  to  enter  the  need¬ 
iest  areas  of  the  Gulf  Coast. 
Many  of  the  roads  are  blocked 
either  by  debris  or  for  security 
reasons  by  the  authorities. 

There  are  organizations  that 
have  access  to  some  of  the  areas. 
Four  of  the  major  players  are  the 
Federal  Emergency  Manage¬ 
ment  Agency  (FEMA),  tne 
American  Red  Cross,  The 
Salvation  Army  (TSA)  and 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief. 

All  of  these  have  proven  track 
records.  All  of  them  have  been 
recognized  widely  for  their  effec¬ 
tiveness  both  in  the  current  relief 
effort  as  well  as  in  past  disasters. 
Because  of  this,  these  organiza¬ 
tions  can  get  fciod  and  water  to 


Guest  Opinion: 


Why  give  money? 

By  Rick  Lance,  Executive  Dir. 
Ala.  Baptist  State  Bd.  of  Missions 


storm  victims  more  quickly  than, 
say,  a  well-meaning  individual 
who  strikes  out  wim  a  full  load 
in  a  pickup  truck,  SUV,  U-Haul 
or  other  reliable  means  of  trans¬ 
porting  charitable  gcxxls. 

One  might  ask,  "Why  not 
simply  donate  water,  food 
and  other  staples  to  these 
organizations  rather  than 
making  financial  donations?" 

The  reason  is  because  the 
kinds  of  containers  needed  for 
water  and  the  types  of  focxJ  need¬ 
ed  for  mass  feeding  sites  cannot 
be  acquired  in  retail  stores. 

The  providing  of  disaster 
relief  on  the  scale  of  what  is 
needed  in  New  Orleans,  Biloxi 
and  other  areas  is  much  more 
of  a  science  than  an  art. 

As  Southern  Baptist  trained 
volunteers  prepare  and  serve 
meals,  they  clo  so  with  initial  sup¬ 
plies  of  food  that  were  already  m 
stock  and  ready  for  the  current 
disaster.  These  include  such 


items  as  ttiousands  of  industrial 
size  containers  of  food  that  can  be 
efficiently  prepared  for  quicH 
serving  to  hungry  people. 

It's  sad  but  true  that  the 
l^ds  of  donations  of  food  that 
would  be  collected  in  a  public^ 
drive  would  be  random  m  the  ’ 
selection  and  ill-suited  for  use 
in  mass  feeding  operations. 

However,  when  well-mean¬ 
ing  people  with  generous  hearts 
donate  money  to  these  front¬ 
line  organizahons,  they  are  able 
to  buy  large  food  stocks.  This 
enables  them  to  move  food 
quickly  from  container  to 
cookpot  to  serving  dishes. 

This  enables  feeding  opera¬ 
tions  to  continue  beyond  the 
few  meals  that  may  be  pre- 

fiared  from  the  food  on  standby 
or  the  next  disaster. 

There  are  some  ministry 
opportunities  across  portions 
of  central  and  north  Alabama 
where  food  donations  may  be 


helpful  to  assist  evacuees  and 
those  who  are  helping  them. 

For  those  remaining  in  the 
tragically  impacted  Gulf  Coast 
of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  it 
is  only  monetaiy  donations 
that  will  help  at  this  point  and 
for  many  weeks  to  come. 

Please  consider  giving 
through  the  disaster  relief 
funds  of  the  state  conventions, 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board,  and  local  associations. 
Each  of  these  will  utilize  100 
percent  of  your  donations  will 
to  help  storm  victims. 

Not  a  single  penny  of  these 
donations  wul  be  used  for  any 
other  type  of  ministry  cost  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  operations  of  the 
North  American  Mission  Board, 
state  conventions  or  the  many 
Baptist  associations  involved. 

The  best  part  of  donating 
in  this  way  is  that  it  ensures 
the  love  and  message  of 
Christ  will  be  shared  along 
with  food  and  water.  We 
know  this  is  true  because  each 
Southern  Baptist  disaster 
relie^yplunteer  is  a  tramcd  . 
wfWe*5S’Whb  Can  sHare  (?hKSVf' 
as  they  rr|l(j8st^)^4HLis-^ame. 

Editor's  note:  Contributions  to 
the  Mississippi  Bavtist  relief  effort 
can  be  made  to  MBCB  Hurricane 
Relief,  P,Pi  Box  530,  Jatkon,  MS 
39205-Oi^Mhke  cheAs  payable 
to  MBCB  and  note  "Hurricane 
Relief  on  the  memo  line. 
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Looking  back 


local  reports)  —  \  'lile  touring 
Mississropi's  storm-ravag^  Gulf 
Coast,  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  (SBC)  President  Bobby 
Welch  called  the  destruction  an^ 
devastation  left  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  "the  most  grievous  loss 
of  humanity  and  the  most  horrif¬ 
ic  obliteration  of  propeitv  imag¬ 
inable  in  recent  histor)." 

"In  fact,  you  can't  even  imag¬ 
ine  it,"  said  Welch,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Daytona  Beach, 

Fla.  "Despite  the  best  efforts  of 
the  news  piedia,  it's  impossible 
to  sense  the  confusion,  observe 
the  destruction,  smell  the 
stench,  hear  the  cries,  dr\'  the 
tears,  clothe  the  threadbare,  as 
well  as  hug  and  feed  the  hurting 
and  hungry  unless  you're  here.^ 

Welch  toured  the  stricken 
area  September  1-2. 

"Tliis  is  a  disaster  of  biblical 

Eroportion,  and  ’t  demands  a 
ibiical  response  —  now,"  he 
said.  "How  can  I  be  more  explic¬ 
it?  This  situatior  3  dire  —  it  s  an 
ongoing  emergency  so  I'm 

urgently  calling  upon  and  des¬ 
perately  pleading  with  our  16 
million  ^uthem  Baptists  and 
their  43,000  churches  to  heed  the 
call  of  the  Gospel  right  now." 

Having  gained  access 

through  arrangements  with  the  As  Katrina  mustered 

Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  strength  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 

Relief  Task  Force  to  areas  cor-  Southern  Baptists  prepared  on 
doned  off  by  rifle-toting  police  land,  ready  to  deploy  to  area> 
and  milit'>»‘y  personnel,  Welch  hardest  hit  as  soon  as  weather 
walked  with  reverential  sad-  permitted.  "We're  also  poised 
ness  among  the  piles  of  nonsen-  and  ready  to  move  into  the 
sical  rubble  that  were  once  peo-  New'  Orleans  area  as  soon  as 
pie's  homes  and  churches.  we  are  allowed,"  he  said. 

"The  devastation  is  so  "In  some  places,  our  folks 
severe  1  the  situation  is  so  were  first  on  the  scene,  but  we 
despcrai  hat  I'm  sending  out  are  going  to  need  thousands 
a  spiritual  S.O.S.  to  Christians  more  workers  in  order  to  meet 
of  all  faiths  to  come  join  the  the  physical  needs  and,  more 
ranks  of  our  Southern  Baptist  importantly,  the  spiritual  needs 
Disaster  Relief  teams  and  of  multiplied  thousands  of 
other  relief  agencies,"  he  said.  these  downtrodden  and  dis- 
Mississippi  Baptist  placed  refugees." 

Convention  President  Gene  Welch  said  Southern  Baptists 
Henderson,  pastor  of  First  are  already  serving  about 
Church,  Brandon,  accompa-  300,000  hot  meals  every  day, 
nied  Welch  into  the  devastat-  but  that's  expected  to  nearfy 
ed  arccS.  ’  double  in  the  days  ahead. 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


STATUS  REPORT  —  Jerry  Sanford  (left),  longtime  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  member  and  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Sardis,  talks  with  Bobby  Welch  (center),  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  and  Gene  Henderson,  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  on  September  2  at  the  site  of  the 
Task  Force's  mass  feeding  unit  at  First  Church,  Biloxi.  Welch  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida,  and  Henderson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Brandon.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  jr.) 
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SBC  to  help  churches 


ALPHARETTA  Ga.  (BP)  —  In  response  to  the  unprecedented 
/  ,  destruction  Iw  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (S^)  announced  September  5  the  rollout  of  two  pro¬ 
grams  to  help  damaged  or  destroyed  churches  recover  and  to 
!  offer  assistance  to  families  and  individuals  who  have  been  dis- 
j  placed  by  the  storm.  Robert  E.  (Bob)  Reccord,  president  of  the 
I  North  American  Mission  Board,  released  details  of  ti.e  two  ini- 
,  tiatives,  ADOPT  A  CHURCH  and  HOUSES  OF  HOPE,  in  a  col¬ 
umn  posted  on  Baptist  Press.  "We  are  asking  healthy  and  blessed 
I  SBC  congregations  across  North  America  to  adopt  SBC  congre- 
I  gations  mat  have  been  badly  damaged  or  destroyed,"  Reccord 


Steven  R.  Wilkinstin,  34,  pastor  of  Popps  Ferry  Church,  Biloxi,  dies  in 
Atlanta  after  suffering  severe  bums  in  the  Aug.  21  crash  of  a  commuter 
airplane  en  rtrute  from  Atlanta  to  Gulfport. 


Mid  concerning  ADOPT  A  CHURCTd.  "This  will  be  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  anywhere  between  one  to  two  years.  All  manner  of  help 
will  be  needed:  mission  trips,  rebuilding  trips,  care  packages, 
appropriate  financial  support,  and  encouragement  for  the  staff 
who  has  been  through  numerous  challenges.^"'In  addition,  many 
other  creative  ideas  for  help  and  encouragement  are  as  yet  to  be 
birthed!  We  have  already  ^gun  to  work  with  the  affected  state 
conventions  to  link  churches  m  this  great  Body-building  effort  for 
Kingdom  growth."  Reccord  emphasized  that  no  church  is  too 
small  to  participate  and  that  it  would  take  multiple  partnerships 
to  assist  each  cnurch.  No  official  count  of  affected  churches  is 
available  as  officials  still  are  trying  to  contact  pastors  in 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama.Visit  www.NAMB.net  or 
call  (770)  410-6000  for  more  information  on  how  to  get  involved. 


The  new  100,000  square-foot  Medical  Arts  Plaza,  built  on  the  original  site 
of  the  vacant  and  recently-demolished  Baptist  Hospital,  joins  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center  complex  on  State  Stieet  in  Jackstm. 


Church  membership,  contributions,  and  construction  are  at  an  all-time 
high,  but  the  average  clergyman  is  "a  forgotten  man"  with  his  purchasing 
power  actually  less  than  before  the  war,  according  to  the  research  and  sur¬ 
vey  department  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
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Dealing  with  Disaster 


The  monstrous  Hurricane 
Katrina  came  for  a  visit  on 
August  29,  2005,  and  created  a 
disaster  for  all  of  the  rest  of  us. 
All  across  Southern  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  a  crisis  of 
unprecedented  proportions 
emerged.  Tensions  were  high, 
spirits  low,  and  resources  almost 
non-existent.  Throughout  our 
state  the  stor)'  was  the  same  — 
no  power,  no  water,  no  gas,  no 
food,  and  no  hope.  It  seemed  as 
though  everywnere  you  went 
whether  on  the  road,  in  the 
stores,  in  the  shelters,  or  in  the 
feeding  lines  nerves  were  raw 
and  anger  lived  just  slightly 
under  the  skin. 

Because  of  the  shortage  of  ice 
one  man  in  Hattiesburg  report¬ 
edly  shot  and  killed  his  sister 
over  a  bag  of  ice.  1  was  sitting  in 
a  gas  line  at  5:30  in  the  morning 
and  1  watched  as  two  men  w'ho 
formerly  w'ere  friends  and  liv'ed 
in  the  same  neighborhood  got 
into  a  heated  scrap  because  one 
of  them  was  asking  the  other 
one  to  change  his  position  in  the 
line.  That  would  mean  he  would 
be  two  cars  further  back  and  an 
explosion  ttx>k  place.  Much  of  it 
is  the  overflow  of  pum  frustra¬ 
tion.  You  cannot  do  what  you 
want  to  do  and  you  w'onder  why 
people  are  not  doing  what  can 
oe  clone  to  help.  Life  as  we  have 
know’n  it  seems  ter  be  a  faint 
memory.  Life  out  of  control 
seems  to  be  a  daily  event. 

You  look  around  and  you  see 
despair  and  depression  every- 
w'here  1  saw  it  on  the  Coast  as  1 
watched  people  walking 
almost  aimlessly  toward  the 
feeding  lines  with  a  strange 
glare  in  their  eye  unable  to 
believe  that  they  are  actually 
going  to  get  sorne  food,  good 
food,  hot  food,  real  food.  A  lady 


Christ 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Requests  the  - 
Honor  of 
Your 

V  Presence 
p  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  triune  the  folkncins^  prayer 
with  Coil  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  netH-i  you 
(1  have  sinned.) 


2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  fnmi  the  gra\  e  to  forgic  e 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  incite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Sainor 
and  Lord.) 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  eivti  to 
thosi’  who  helieir  in  his  name." 
dohn  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
fesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


FIMALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  today  and  receive  our  free  information 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  letter  on  the  new  prescription  plans  now 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  available  to  qualirled  seniors.  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com.  Insurance  toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA-  MATURE,  HONEST  PERSON  WANT- 
TION  CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescon-  ED  AS  A  LODGER  to  share  a  very  large 
dos.com.  All  si^e  units  available.  Fall  house  with  a  married  couple.  All  utili- 
specials,  2  night  weekend  $140,  4  ties  and  amenities  included.  Financ  ial 
weeknights  $200.  Efficiency  unit  (2  &  p)ersonal  references  required,  $300 
adults  2  kids)  Good  9/6  thru  10/31,  month.  GaH  (601)  645-0272. 

(205)  556  O^qr  (205)_5^1524.  FAIRFIELD  GLADE  FIRST  BAPTIsf 
GAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  CHURCH  of  Fairfield  Glade  Tennessee 
AL  sirxe  1992.  Call  (800)605-2970.  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Current  SS 
FORD  15  P/^SENCER  VAN,  E-350  sil-  .iveragt's  140  and  worship  servic  es 
ver,  56k  miles.  .Sale  for  $1 1,500.  Call  averages  180.  Southern  Baptist  pastor 
(601  )_638-4424  or  (601)  8.31 -441 3.  experience  and  sentinary  masters 
CHURCH  WVV  UPHOLSTERY,  free  degrc>e  required.  Send  resumes  to  Ben 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Ogletn-e,  1.3  Burton  Terrac  e,  Fairfield 
Miss.,  phorte  (601 )  776-661  7.  Glade,  Tennc*ssee  38558.  Deadline  is 

FOR  SALE:  1988,  twenty-five  passenger  September  30,  2005. 

Fcjrd  Eldorado  church  Ixis,  v-8.  New  SEBREN'S  SDIf^  JACKSON,  CHRIST- 
tires,  seats  recovered,  58,264  miles.  IAN  OWNED.  All  home  improvements. 
Price:  $5,0(X),  call  (318)  323-2119.  _  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCI,.3.9  cents  notjfe,  patio  ccDvers,  soeen  andglass  rcxtms. 
interstate,  4.9  ce«s  in  state.  Nik  monthly  (601)992-2092,  Dun  &  Rita,Scb>Bi>,  owtHrs. 
service  charge,  ^all  (866)  587-8346  or  GATUNKJ1IC  eCTAWAWr  2  0Tf/2 
wvvw.Ibwermyrtyqebill.cotnAkareldir.  bath,  fujl  kitdWn.  WaUdhg-cBslaifce  to 
OSABILFfY  MRtelARESUPflUMCN'h  padtwa^,  $>65/rWte.  Call  fx  mformatiem 
We-ofler  saveMl  low  cost  plans  to  af  (251)  666-2175,.  ceM  phone  (2511 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance.  689-9962  or  pdiwaworldi%etatt.net. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232.4)686.  HOPPEIt  G^SS  STOOlO,  CUSTOM 
SORPIEMENT:  New  plan,  church  wirKiows,  reworking  and  repair, 
saving  seniors  hundreds  a  year!  Call  Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 


Miss.,  is  accepting  applications  for  the  6000  or  email  aulhetreoman 
position  of  part-time  youth  minister.  The  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
applicant  should  have  good  organiza-  MISS., 
tional  skills,  love  young  people  and  music 

preferably  have  musical  abilities.  Send  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  145,  Lambext 
resume  to  First  Baptist  of  Pearl,  405  N  MS  38643  or 
Bierdeman  Road,  Pearl,  MS  39208  or  (662)  326-7772,  8:00  a  m.- 12 

email  to  www.tbcpetirl.cyg. _ Monday-Friday.  Call  Don  O'Quinn  after  MISS. 

ARDWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  6:00  p.m.  at  (662)  326-7336 


l^l.cqm.  miles  south  of  Memphis,  Tennessee 
LAMBERT,  and  7  miles  east  of  Senatohia  in  north- 
is  seeking  a  part-time  minister  of  west  Mississippi.  Please  send  your 
Please  send  resumes  to  First  resume  to  Looxahoma  Baptist  Church, 

attention:  Search  Team,  808  Lyles 
contact  church  office  at  RqacF  Senatobia^  MS  38668. 

BISSELL  BAPTIST  church,  TUPELO, 
is  seeking  a  part-time  music  direc- 

_  tor.  Responsibilities  melude  Sunday  morn- 

MERIDtAN,  ts  seeking  a  fuU-time  mirtis-  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:*patt-time  leading  ing  and  evening  worship  service,  'and 
tn«f  rsusic  with  some  adcftrional  ciuties.  *o  full-time.  Psakns  28:7  style  worship  adult  choir.  Send  restune  to  music  scairh 
Serid  msunae  and  references  to  Dr.  Keith  leat^  for  growing  chutch.  Must  be  expe-  committee,  BisseM  Bapldr  Church,  4662 
Gnibbs,  staff  sesaach^  cpinnifllee,  4579-  riefced,  gifted  in  ipusic,  able' to  lead  v\fRh  We^  Mairr  Street,  Tupek^  MS  38801 . 

CM  8lb-Sl  399076r  praise  battd  praise  team  in  dynamic  BMNISTEB  OF  MUSICAOUTH;  C>ritin 

ta)l  (601)  485^5491.  .Or  email  proise’and  worship  musk  and  hymns  with  Hill  Baptist  Chtnch,.  Hamilton, 

rkgriibhslg^mri.pet.  strong  emphasis  op  worship.  Please- teavw^^Micsiesippi.  Returoesaee  being  acTepie<$ 

FABI  CHURCH,  CiUCMSlAOf,  Miss.,  contact  mfaimatwn  at  (601 V  825-21 12.  for  a  fulUime  mmister  of  mtBic/ycxJth. 
seeking  a  music  mintster  for  Sunday  Johns  Baptist  Church,  Brahdbo,  MS.  Send  resumes  to  Center  Hill  Baptist 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hear  whispg^cy^j^our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services, 


FLAKE'S  FORMULA  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

Building  an  Acts  1:8  Sunday  School  through  Bible  Study 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  FOR  ALL  AGE  GROUPS 

Each  location  will  have  the  following  age  group  trainings:  Younger  Preschool,  Older  Preschool 
Younger  Children,  Middle  Children,  Older  Children,  Younger  Youth,  Older  Youth,  Younger 
Adult,  Middle  Adult,  Senior  Adult,  General  Officers,  and  Pastors 


July  29-30,  2005 

6:30-9  p.m.,  29th  -  8:30-noon,  30th 
Longyiew  Heights  Baptist  Church  ' 

Olive  Branch,  Mississippi  ( 1 

SPECIAL  GUEST:  GENE  MIMS 

Mims  serves  as  President  of  the  International  Baptist  Network  in  Atlanta,  GA.  He  has  served  as  a  pastor  for  over  20  years 
and  more  recently  as  the  vice  president  for  LifeWay  Church  Resources.  Mims  has  authored  seven  books  including  Kingdom 

■j  and  The  Kingdom  Focused  Church. 


rincwles  of  Church  Grow 


August  5-6,  2005  , 

6:30-9  p.m.,  5th  -  8:30-noon,  6th  ^ 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church  ” 

Madison,  Mississippi 
SPECIAL  GUEST:  KEN  HEMPHILL 

Hemphill  serves  as  National  Strategist  for  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth  in  Nashville,  Tenn 
He  has  authored  many  books  including  EKG...the  Heartbeat  of  God  and  Revitalizihg 
the  Sunday  Mornin<.^  Dinosaur. 


I  October  21-22,  2005 

/  6:30-9  p.m.,  21st  -  8:30-noon,  22nd 

First  Baptist  Church 
Biloxi,  Mississippi 

SPECIAL  GUEST:  KEN  MARLER 

Marler  serves  as  Sunday  School  Growth  Specialist  for  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Cotwention.  While  serving  at  LifeWay  Church 
Resources  he  authored  How  to  Plan  and  Conduct  Multiple  Sunday  Schools.  Rev.  Marler  has  authored  Sunday  School 
Growth  Points  while  at  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention. 


Saturday  Morning  Schedule; 

Continental  Breakfast  8:30-9:00  a.m 

Conference  II  j  9:00-10:15 

Conference  III  10:30-noon 


Friday  Night  Schedule 
Worship  Rally 
Conference  I 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3291 


J^/lonbay,  Octobor' 3/,  200s 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  JACKSON 

(Jifih  j(oor) 

1:1s  b  4'45 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

Minis  for  s' 

WiVos 

{jjnfoiTonco 


I  Judy  Gordon 

National,  state  and  local  speaker 
English  teacher  and  wife  of  Keith  Gordon, 
consultant,  MBCB  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  department 

j  Patsy  B.  Sheffield 

Former  MBCB  ministry  assistant 
Pastor’s  wife  (twice) 

Married  to  Forrest  Sheffield,  pastor  of 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  Miss 


I  Lori  Schuler 

Worship  leader,  soloist  and  songwriter 
Past  minister  of  music  in  several 
Mississippi  churches 
Wife  of  Bennon 

AGENDA 

1:15  p.m.  Registration:  Fifth  Floor  of  FBC,  Jackson 
1:30  Welcome,  Introductions  and 

Fellowship  Greeting:  Sfiirie^  J^utr'a/ 

2:00  Musical  Inspiration:  ConSd>ulor 

2:15  ju^  ^ofbon 

3:15  Fellowship 

3:30  Musical  Inspiration:  Con  SdtuCor 

3:45  Shofpo^ 

4:30  Musical  Closing:  CorlSthuHr 

4:45  Adjourn 


REGISTRATION 


Preregistration  is  encouraged  so  that  we  may  better 
prepare.  You  may  register  in  one  of  the  following  ways: 

Mail:  Return  the  form  below  to: 

Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department/MBCB 
PO  Box  530 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530  i 

Phone:  800.748.1651 ,  ext.  305;  601 .292.3305 
E-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.orQ 
Fax:  601.714.7426 

Name  _ 

Church _ 

Address  _ 

Phone  (h) _ 

E-mail  - - - - 


For  more  info: 
Contact  Kay  McDonnell 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305  or 
601-292-3305 


October  7-8 
iOO.l 

Firsi  RaptisI  Churc 
Brookhaven,  Miss 


34th  Annual 

Church  Library 
Ministry  Conference 


CLASSES  BY  HOPE  FERGUSON 

•  Developing  Your  Church  Library  Ministry  Team 

•  Space!  How  to  Work  with  What  You've  Got 

•  The  "M*  in  CLM 

/  '1 
CLASSES  BY  PEGGY  TACON 

•  Classifying  Using  Dewey 

•  "Putting  'em  Back  Together*  Book  Repair 

•  Introduction  to  Subject  Cataloging 

CLASS  BY  CHERYL  SWAIN 

•  Ready  ...  Set ...  Automate! 

CLASSES  BY  SANDRA  FIHS 

•  Basic  Concourse  101 

•  Media  Preparation 

CLASSES  BY  MARY  BROUSSARD 

•  Researching&  Writing  Your  Church  History 

•  Promoting  Ybur  Church  History 

•  Collecting  &  Preserving  Ybur  Church  History 

CLASSES  BY  SUZANNE  BURTON 

•  Beyond  the  Basks  I -New  Features  in  Concourse 

•  Beyond  the  Basks  II  •  Concourse 

•  Beyond  the  Basks  ill  •  Concourse  '  ' 

CLASSES  BY  EVA  NELL  HUNTER  1 

•  Designing  Print  Promotion 

•  Developing  the  Collection 

•  Promotion  Is  •  *  •' 

CLASSES  BY  MARTY  WOODALL 

•  Revive  Us  ^ain 

•  Bask  Admiiystration 

•  Creative  Activities  to  Involve  Ybur  Church  Family 
in  the  Library 


CHURCH  LIBRARY  MINISTRY 


FAST ...  EASY  REGISTRATION 
34TH  ANNUAL  STATE  CLM  CONFERENCE 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven  -  October  7-8,  2005 


□  Yes,  I  want  to  attend  the  2005  Church  Library  Ministry  Conference. 
Name  _ 


(List  additional  names  and  addresses  on  a  separate  sheet.) 


Address 


(homeT 


Phone  (daytime) 

Church  Name  .  ■  Association  _ 

I  need _ reservation(s)  \ 

Cost  per  person  -  $20.  The  registration  fee  includes  lunch,  dinner  and  registration  packet.  No  refund  for  any  meals  not  taken. 
TOTAL  (Number  of  persons  x  $20)  $  _ 

RfGlSTtATiON  Deaoune  Is  ...  SEPTEMBER  23,  2005 

Please  attach  a  list  of  names  for  whom  the  reservations  have  been  made.  Reservations  Are  Nonrefundable  After  September  23, 

Make  check  payable  to  the  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD. 

Mail  to:  COMMUNICATION  SERVICES/CLM  •  PO  Box  530  •  jackson  MS  39205-0530 


January  Bible  Study  Preview  Clinics 


Leading  the  studies  this  year  are 


Registration  begins  at  9  a.m. 
Conference:  9:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m 


There  is  no  cost  and  no  preregistration 


Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen  in  Concert 


Dates  and  Locations: 

Monday 

September  19,  2005 

•  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue 
Mountain  (led  by  Gene  Mims) 

•  William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 
(led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 


Ronald  Meeks 

Meeks  is  the  asscxiate  professor  of 
Bible  and  director  of  Church 
Relations  at  Blue  Mountain  College. 
Prior  to  joining  the  faculty  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  he  served  as  the 
associate  pastor  of  the  Oakland 
Baptist  Church  in  Corinth.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  Meeks  has  served  as  the  pastor 
of  Highland  Baptist  Church  in  Pass 
Christian  and  Wanilla  Baptist 
Church  in  Monticello. 


Tuesday  * 

September  20,  2005 

•  BSU,  Delta  State  University, 
Cleveland  (led  by  Gene  Mims) 

•  Pike  Association  Office,  McComb 
(led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 


Gene  Mims 

Mims  serves  as  president  of  the 
Inter-national  Baptist  Network  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  He  has  served  as  a 
pastor  for  over  20  years  and  more 
recently  as  the  vice  president  for 

I 

LifeWay  Church  Resources.  Mims  " 

has  authored  seven  books  including 

( 

Kingdom  Principles  of  Church  Growth 
and  The  Kingdom  Focused  Church. 


Thursday 
September  22,  2005 

•  Lauderdale  Association  Office, 
Marion  (led  by  Ronald  Meeks) 

•  Rankin  Association  Office,  Brandon 
(led  by  Gene  Mims) 


For  more  info:  Contact  the  Sunday  School 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3292  or  e-mail  jellis@mbcb.org 


Ages  5-105 

OCL  21-22 


Cost  $35 
Deadlhw:  Oct  n 


SUNDAY,  SEPT.  18 

'  6  p.m.  -  FBC,  Byram 


Mothers  and  daughters  share  the 
excitement  of  missions  learning 
including  worship,  campfire, 
crafts,  recreation  and 
a  missionary  visit. 

For  more  info:  Call  the  WMU 
at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3316. 


MONDAY,  SEPT.  19 

7  p.m.  -  FBC,  Natchez 


TUESDAY,  SEPT.  20 

12:30  p.m.  -  FBC,  Clinton 
7  p.m.  -  Meadow  Grove  BC,  Brandon 


September  9-22,  2005 


/ 

"'Tracer  shouih  be  the  first  resource  auh  not 


the  Last  resort. 


"XlnknoWn 


;  In  the  city  of  Dubai,  United 
I  Arab  Emirates,  summer  i 
'  heat  can  be  unbearable,  so  I 
I  many  people  go  to 
j  Europran  cqfib^  to  visit 
:  friends  and  rwtivs.  Please 
:  pray  for  the  (fireaAed  peo- 
i  pie  as  they  travel  snroad 
!  that  "divinely  appointed 
'  contacts”may  sow  seeds  of 
the  gospel  in  their  hearts. 

,  For.  (1)  Anti-Gambling  (CAC 
j  Emphasis);  (2)  A  worker  writes 
I  from  Suzhou,  China:  "Thank  God 
'  for  how  He  is  ^sin^jpour 
J  city.  We  are  ssing  •^nnd 
;  more  churcheAtai#{|«rough- 
:  out  the  city.  Pf^$e|m^r 
;  those  who  are  servii^fTn^  new 
j  churches  and  for  God's  help  as 
:  we  try  each  week  to  provide  for 
'  training  among  these  servants.” 


.  For  (1)  Bibie  Drill  Clinic,  Calvary 
BC,  Tupelo;  FBC,  Biloxi  (DAFM); 
f  (2)  A  national  evangelist  leadiiig 
a  Bible  study  in  Kolkata,  India 
'  decided  to  tfii^lBi|  early 
‘  oneday. The^oplIpmstsd.A 
;  teashop  ownefsai^^losed  my 
shop  to  come;70uraiv^  keep 
'  going.”  Pray  thirt  God  will  bless 
!  ttiese  people  and  many  wHI  trust 
:  Jesus. 


>  For  (1)  January  Bible  Study, 

'  Blue  Mountain  Collem;  William 
!  Carey  College  (SS);  (2)  Lance 
'  Kramer,  Koln^,A|Mka  is 
the  Alaska  eme  puim 
starter/strateasL  logw  wis¬ 
dom  to  knovnjnowto^n  God 
in  His  redem^e  plan  to  win 
the  Alaskan  natives  to  Christ 
Pray  also  for  their  funding  min- 
’  istries. 


For  (1)  Bible  Drill  aink;  Calvary 
;  BC,Starkville;WestMcCombBC 
(DSFM);  (2)  Professional 
!  Certifka^  &  SkiHShops  for 
Ministry  Assj^nts^apywa, 

.  Clinton  (P/LdI  (3)  Oqi^lim 
■  who  became  fMlowretyf  Jesus 
'  shared.  "SomloneVi^  flof 
I  my  eyes  would  open  to  the  light 

>  of  Jesus.  Now  rm  praying  the 

'  same  for  Muslims  in  my  country.” 

For  (1)  January  Bible  Study, 

I  Delta  State  University,  BSU; 

Pike  Association  OffiM, 

I  McComb  (^1(2)  Boy  that  the 
Muslims  wmgrJnewldive 
'  Islands  would^rmn  under¬ 
stand  the^Sa  jdd^dyof  Jesus 
;  Christ  Pray  rat  reHemptive 

>  bridges  found  in  the  Quran 
would  be  used  to  draw 
Maldivian  Muslims  to  Christ 


As  the  metal  roof  started  rum¬ 
bling,  20  students  went  out  of 
conbol.  Witchcraft  from  the 
Congo  is  being  practiced  in 
northwes^  U^<¥tP'  In  Arua 
districL  a  slioolJ«  closed 
because  of  wil  ^piaectivity. 
Pray  that  pAple  wilPsee  that 
Gotf  8  power  is  greater  than 
Satan's  and  they  will  turn  to 
God  instead  of  witch  doctors. 


For  (1)  See  You  at  the  Pole 
(Youth  Ministry);  (2)  Zakhe's 
Place  of  Safety  k  a  government- 
funded  safejjpuse  to  abused, 
abandonda^  orpaned  chil¬ 
dren  from  hipH  to  6  iears  of  age, 
in  Durt)ar|||Q2|||h  Af|ca.  Many  of 
the  children  are  HIV  positive  or 
from  families  affected  by  AIDS. 
Pray  that  local  Christians  will 
minister  to  these  children. 


.  For  (1)  Bible  Drill  Clkic:Lauder- 
dale  Baptist  Association,  Marion; 

;  Garaywa.  Clinton  (DfFM);  (2)  Pray 
I  to  missionariss  Guy  and  Uena 
Key,  serving  RkprJsneiro, 
Brazil  as  tneyeolyMmh  planters 


to  reach  thoraw 

ihdlive%  gated 

communHiesliH 

j  Wshroie  apart- 

ments.  Pray  to  a  new  church  in 
Flamengo,  an  area  of  52,000  with 
less  than  1%  evangelized. 


For  (1)  Janua^  Bible  Study; 
Rankin  Association  Office, 
Brandon;  Lauderdale  Association 
Office,  Mariogj^)jjyjFred  A 
Davis,  LendIrCto,  works 

with  new  chuipir  startpm  east 
'  Tennessee^fray  ttPtGod  vrill 
touch  the  peo^  not 

attend  church  and  that  new 
churches  can  reach  them 
through  relational  evangelism. 


Richard  Waters,  Cisco, 
Texas  is  the  director  of 
missions  for  the  Cisco 
Association.  Pay  for 
vision  and  direcipn  in  the 
association.  lUaf  for  two 
existing  Hisppnjp  missions, 
one  new  Hispamc  work, 

<  arui  the  cowboy  church 
mission  in  the  association. 


For  (1)  Chaplains  Training, 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson, 

8:30  a.m.  •  3:30  p.m.  (Evan);  (2) 
10th  Anniversary  Missionary 

Fellowship^rTAfiiiFaywa, 
i  Clinton,  2  p.B.,  -J2:30 

f  p.m.,  17th  (WMUjrlO^tate 
I  Handbell  Sminar;  Hillcrest 
;  BC,  Byram,  6:30  p.m.,  16th  - 
noon,  17th  (CM). 


For:  (1)  Hispanic 
Fellowship  Annual  Meeting, 
Laurel  (CPD);  (2)  Prime 
Minister  ftelen  Gark  of 
New  ZeaNtid  jn^ds  in 
southwespmraciic);  (3) 
New  missf>na||rajMichael 
and  Teresa  Broriming  and 
their  two  children  as  they 
arrive  in  Uruguay  to  begin 
ministry  in  the  city  of 
Treinta  y  Tres. 

For  (1)  Mississippi  Missionary 
Fellowship,  Garayvra,  (WMU); 
(2)  Give  thanks  to  them  who 
have  come  to  share  their 
hearts  anrMivewwNb  the 
Balkan  Mwims.  volunteer 
group  can!  in  Jm.  They 
were  able  l>  shsle  God's  Word 
with  many  families.  Pray  that 
these  se^  would  take  root 
and  bring  forth  fruit 


UTERACY  TRAINING  -  WRAYWA 

Thursday,  October  1 3  thru  Saturday,  October  1 5 
THREE  TRACKS  OFFERED 


«  TRACK  1  ro/rj,  1  p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
Basic  16-hour  workshops  for 

Adult  Reading  and  Writing  (ARW) 

English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL) 
Tutoring  Children  and  Youth  (TCY) 

»  TRACK  2  10/14,  1  p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
8-hour  workshops  for 

Experienced  English  as  a  Second 
Language  (ESL) 

English  as  a  Foreign  Language  (EFL) 
Chronological  Bible  Storying'(C3S) 

»  TRACK  3  10/15,  7  p.m.  -  10/15,  lunch 
Seminar  A  -  Identification  of  Worldview: 
Learn  that  how  you  see  others  affects  your 
ministry 

Seminar  B  -  Biblical  Basis  of  Missions!" 

Discover  mission  principles  through  a 
careful  search  of  the  Scriptures 
Seminar  C  -  Incarnational  Ministry: 
Engaging  other  religions,  sharing  your  wit¬ 
ness,  possible  frustrations  to  cross-cultural 
witnessing 


Literacy 

Missions 

COST: 

Registration  (for  all 
tracts)  is  $20  plus 
meals  and  lodging. 

REGISTRATION  " 
REQUIRED 

For  more  information, 
contact  Paula  Smith  at 
601-292-3336  or 
psmith  @mbcb.  org 


For  a  registration  form,  please  visit  our  Web  site  at: 
www.mbcb.org/events_details.aspx?ID=355 


All  events  planned 
f  er  fiulfshere  Baptist 
Assembly  er  areas  affected 
by  tbe  Hurricane  Katrina 
are  under 
censideratien 
fer  resebeduling  er 
relocating. 


SEE  THE  BAPTIST  RECORD 
FOR  EXTEHSIVE  COVERAGE 
OF  HURRICARE  KATRIHA. 


Miss.  Baptist  facilities  face  Katrina's  wrath 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Mississippi  Baptist's  three 
encampments  —  Gulfshore 
Assemoly  in  Pass  Christian, 
Central  Hills  Retreat  near 
Koscuisko,  and  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Clinton  —  experi¬ 
enced  varying  degrees  of  aam- 
age  during  Hurricane  Katrina's 
landfall  on  August  29. 

Gulfshore  Assembly 

(GBA),  closest  to  the  devastat¬ 
ing  hurricane  eyewall  and 
storm  surge,  experienced  the 
most  damage.  Photographs 
from  the  site  show  the  facility 
intact  on  its  pilings,  but  with 
the  first  two  floors  suffering 
significant  damage.  Kelly 
Auditorium  was  reduced  to 
its  metal  framework. 

All  GBA  conferences  and 
events  have  been  postponed 
and  will  be  considered  for 
rescheduling  at  other  locations. 

The  site  Henderson  Point 
site  of  GBA  has  a  rich  history. 
Admiral  Pierre  le  Movne 
d'Iberville  landed  on  the 
shores  of  this  area  in  1699,  and 
legend  has  it  that  Christian 
L'Adnier,  dispatched  by 
d'Iberville  to  explore  the 
waters  around  what  is  now 
called  Cat  Island,  found  the 
pass  and  the  point  was  named 
Pass  Christian  in  his  honor. 

In  the  two  decades  before 
World  War  II,  Henderson 
Point  was  home  to  the  beauti¬ 
ful  old  hotel  called  Inn-by- 
the-Sea.  The  U.  S.  government 
bought  the  land  on  the  point 
from  the  hotel  owners  and 
converted  it  into  a  Merchant 
Marine  Cadet  Basic  School  in 
1939-40.  The  cadet  school  was 
discontinued  about  1947,  and 
Mississippi  Baptists  pur¬ 
chased  the  property  at  auction 
from  the  government  in  1958. 

On  September  9,  1965,  GBA 
was  struck  by  Hurricane  Betsy. 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian 


All  buildings  nearest  the  beach 
were  flooded  with  five  to  six 
feet  of  water  and  the  camp  sus¬ 
tained  substantial  damage. 

GBA  was  destroyed  by 
Hurricane  Camille  in  1969  and 
rebuilt  in  the  early  1970s  with 
hurricane-resistant  features. 

Jim  Ray,  manager  of  Central 
Hills  Retreat,  said,  "We  weath¬ 
ered  the  storm  fine.  We  do  have 
o\’er  a  hundred  trees  down, 
and  we  have  some  pasture 
fences  destroyed.  We  were 
without  power  three  or  four 
days,  but  we  had  several  gener¬ 
ators  and  were  able  to  keep 
things  going." 

Ray  said  there  was  virtually 
no  structural  damage  to  any 
major  buildings  at  the  retreat. 

'^One  thing  we  were  proud 
of  is  that  we  were  able  to  keep 
an  ice  machine  going,"  said 
Ray.  "We  were  ame  to  supply 
our  neighbors  with  ice. 

"Next  week  (the  week  of 
September  12);  we'll  go  back 
to  our  day-to-day  activities  as 
planned,’'  Ray  continued. 
*'We're  fine." 


"We  didn't  have  a  lot  of 
damage,"  said  Camp 
Garaywa  Manager  Roddy 
Reed.  "We  had  some  trees 
down,  and  one  went  down  on 
a  power  line.  We  had  some 
shingles  blown  off  the  dining 
hall  roof  and  some  leakage. 

"We  are  the  staging  area  for 
between  192-200  linemen  from 
the  power  company,"  Reed 
said.  "We  have  them  staying  in 
the  cabins,  but  we  have  se\  eral 
volunteers  from  First  Church, 
Clinton,  to  help  keep  things  in 
order.  Thg^mayor  -of  Clinton 
even  came  in  with  several  vol¬ 
unteers  to  help  us  clean  up." 

Additionally,  Garaywa  is  the 
site  for  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
disaster  relief  team,  with 
^proximately  35  v'olunteers. 
Tne  North  American  Mission 
Board  has  an  incident  com¬ 
mand  center  there,  with 
approximately  ten  workers  in 
Patterson  Place.  Concerning 
events  planned  at  Garaywa, 
Reed  said,  "We  are  trying  to 
keep  all  our  open  dates  open. 
WeTl  be  contacting  the  proper 


GETTING  RTADV  —  Manbers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  gather  on 
September  2  at  First  Churciv  Biloxi,  to  begin  preparations  for  the  next  meat  they  will  serve  to  victims 
of  Hurricane  Katrina  along  Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast.  The  Task  Force  is  leading  disaster  relief  units  from 
across  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  responding  to  the  overwhelming  needs  of  victims  caught  in 
the  record-setting  storm.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  PCrkins  Jr.) 


leaders  of  the  upcoming  event^, 
and  for  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board -sponsored 
events.  I'd  encourage  the  lead¬ 
ers  bringing  groups  to  those 
e\ents  to  contact  directors  of 
the  sponsoring, departments  for 
information. 

"We'll  work  together  to  get 
the  word  out,  and  we'll  contact 
individual  church  groups  plan¬ 
ning  events  ASAR^ 


UNHAPPY! 

with  the  Interest 
on  your  Savings? 

IRA's  or  Mutual  Funds? 

JUST  SAY  NO 

To  low  Interest  Rates! 

How  would  you  like 

7.25% 

Guaranteed  First  Year  Interest 
Paid  Monthly  or  Tax  Deferred 


LD.  O'Mire 

Financial  Services 
601-957-3841  or  800-844-3254 


Mississippi  Baptist  Minister  to  llost 

Alaska 

Cruise 

And  Pacific  Northwest  Vacation 

*7  liked  this  trio  so  much...we’re  aoina  btcki 

On  July  18, 2006  join  your  Spiritual  Director,  Baptist  Mnister  Pastor  Roy  Meyers  on 
this  15-day  vacation  tndudtng  a  7-day  deluxe  Alaska  Cruise  wMh  Holand  America 
Line  and  a  7-day  Pacific  Northwest  vacation  with  Your  Man  Tours.  Oevobone  wW 
be  made  available  for  those  in  Ihe  group  who  wfsh  to  participate.  Pastor  Myers 
served  for  43  years  as  pastor  of  several  churches  in  Mfosisstppt.  Cunenly  he  is 
semi  retired  a^  serves  as  Interim  pastor  at  Double  Springs  Baptist  Chijrch  in 
StarkviHe,  Misstssippt.  Pastor  Meyers  and  his  wife  Sybie  tc»k  this  same  In  June 
of  2005  serving  as  Your  Man  Tours'  Baptist  Hosts.  They  kx>k  forward  to  returning 
next  year  as  hosts  for  our  Baptist  group  visibng  the  land  of  the  midnight  sun  during 
some  of  summer’s  longer  daylight  hours.  Your  group  wHt  fly  into  Seattle  for  a  night 
before  a  scenic  motor  coach  drive  to  Vancouver  where  you’l  board  the  five-star  ms 
Voiendam. 


ij. vJL .iaiLJi'ij.; ¥^1?  'm  i>M-o :  :■  ri  .:  >: :  m 


After  the  cnrise  you'll  start  a  six-night  motor  coach  tour  with  daily  escorted 
sightseeing  visiting  British  Columbia;  the  Cascade  Mountains;  Washington;  the 
Grand  Coulee  Dam;  Lake  Coeur  d'Alene;  Montana;  Yettowstone  (Old  Faithful)  and 
Grand  Teton  Nelionai  Parks;  Jackson  Hole,  Wyoming;  Idaho  FaHs.  Idaho;  and  in 
Utah:  the  Great  Salt  Lake.  Mormon  Tabemade,  and  more.  You'll  ty  home  after  a 
night  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Prices  for  this  15Klay  vacation  start  at  only  $1996  (jpsr 
person,  double  occupancy),  inckiding,  port  charges  and  taxes,  lots  of  eaoorted 
motor  coach  sightse^  throughout  the  Padftc  Northwest,  Ihp  7-^  dahixe  Alaska 
cnma.  7  nights  in  quaMy  hotals,  and  baggaga  haocMng.  Add  $^  akfaie  boro 
Jackson  or  GulboiVBikni,  MB;  Bbminghwn,  AL  or  Memphis,  TIL 


ForMoriMlkN^ 


•YOUR  Mm  TOURS  1-800-968-7^ 

Providing  carefree  vacations  since  1967! 


1 


Bibliocivher 

B\  Ch,irle>  VI.kv,  I'I  -  2004 
LO(n riiihtoO  J(i()5 


IHECAI,  B  LCFKI  FC  CFH 
|GGV\,  FK|  UKGZU:BD  FKN 
PFK  FHFW  PN  QGBZH,  FK) 
GRHK  CFH  IGGVV,  B  MBAA 
ZGPH  BK  CG  FBP,  FK) 
MBAA  LOR  MBCE  EBP,  FK| 
EH  \^BCE  PH. 

WHQHAFCBGK  CEWHH: 

CMHKCN 

Clue:  A  =  L 

Helve  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substitifted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
"puzzle:  Hebrews  One:Ten. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Revivals  & 

HOMECOMINGS 


Alexander  Memorial 
Church,  Hollandale:  Home¬ 
coming,  Sept.  11;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunen; 
Robert  Ragland,  speaker;  Rick 
Griffin,  pastor. 

Forrest  Hill  Church, 
Baldwyn:  Revival,  Sept.  11-14; 
Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-VVed.,  7 
p.m.;  Richard  Anglin,  speaker; 
Michael  Barron,  music;  Clyde 
Patton,  pastor. 

Freeny  Church,  Carthage: 
Homecoming  and  100th  anniver¬ 
sary,  Sept.  25:  former  pasKirs,  10 
a.m.;  Jim  Futral,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  lunch;  1:30  p.m.,  former  pas¬ 
tors  and  mini-concert  by  former 
minister  of  music,  Jesse  Bennett; 
Johnnv  Eubanks,  music;  John 
.Adams,  pastor. 

Jericho  Church,  Guntown: 
Revival,  Sept.  12-16,  7  p.m.; 
Ronnie  Barefield,  speaker; 
Billy  Joe  DeVaughn,  music; 
Marvin  Robbins,  pastor. 

Parkway  Church,  Hern¬ 
ando:  Revival,  Sept.  18-21; 
Sun.,  9:30  and  10:45  a.jn.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Allen  Buchanek,  Longview, 
Tex.,  speaker;  Fred  Kelly, 
Memphis,  music. 

Rocky  Point  Church,  Leake 
County:  Homecoming,  Sept.  25; 
worship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Billy  Clark,  speaker. 


KATRINA'S  FURY  — The  sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Pass  Christian,  shows  the  effects  of  a  direct  hit 
from  Hurricane  Katrina,  a  Category  Four  storm  that  struck  the  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama 
coasts  on  August  29.  Miraculously,  the  cross  and  the  Christian  flag  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary 
remained  in  place  even  though  the  rest  of  the  room  and  the  building  itself  suffered  serious  d':  iidge. 
Officials  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  estimate  that  more  than  100  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  were  destroyed  or  seriously  damaged  due  to  the  storm.  (BP  photo  by  Norm  Miller) 


Washington  Church,  Wash¬ 
ington:  Revival,  Sept.  18-21; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  R. 

Bryant  Barnes,  speaker;  Missy 
Upchurch,  music;  Terry  L. 
Upchurch,  pastor. 


Baptist  College  Updates 


William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg  campus,  will  begin  class¬ 
es  on  September  19.  Students  may  arrive  on  canpus  September 
16.  The  coast  campus  is  temporarily  closed.  President  Larry 
Kennedy  states  that  WCC  will  try  to  accommodate  students  who 
have  been  displaced  from  other  schools.  Call  (601)  381-6051. 

Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  began  classes  September  6.  A 
spokesperson  said  that  while  the  school  had  an  enrollment  of  3900 
students,  MC  would  try  to  accommodate  any  displaced  students, 
even  adding  extra  classes  if  necessary.  Any  new  students  should 
be  prepared  to  make  payment  arrangements.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  phone  (601)  925-3800,  (601)  925-&40,  or  (800)  738-1236. 


ment  arrangements.  For  more  informa- 
),  (601)  925-&40,  or  (800)  738-1236. 


Blue'  Mountain  College  is  continuing  with  classes  as  scheduled. 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeWay  Bus  Sales  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
mini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


Bum*  m  kr  UIvVtey  bp 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

Nation'B  #/  Church  Bum  Dealer 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpenterbus.com 


SERIOUS  CONCERNS 

•  Hew  muen  financM 
UAWy  can  your  ctimh 
bear? 

•  Inturanca  rates  an 
gotogupl 

•  Legal  Aiivisan  «a  lay¬ 
ing,  Ttaaova  liM  last 
lewofsaMr 

•  Soma  states  kava 
absady  pul  mandaloiy 
rapiacamant  daadllnas 
inactlofll 

•  CI«artW>la  Organizatiom 
and  ChldTranapailation 
Buslnaasaa  an  at  Rlakl 


BROOTCJREliM^  HEATOtS.  POaiPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

FREE  1 -#00-25 1 -0679 
www.flberglatKhurchprcxLcom 
FBEROLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
351 1  HlXSO^  PWE  •  CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37415 


For  The  "Right  Deal" 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  Bill  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


—  *1;  i-V.  - 


Mississ^pi 

College 

A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Give  the  Gift  that  Gives  Back! 

Establishing  a  gift  anijuity  with  Mississippi  College 
will  provide  you  with  financial  rewards  for  a  lifetime 
and  help  train  future  Baptist  leaders.  As  an  annuitant 
you  will: 

•  Receive  fixed  and  reliable  annual  payments  for  you 
and/or  a  loved  one  for  life 

.  •  Enjoy  an  immediate  federal  income  tax  deduction  for 
a  portion  of  your  gift  / 

•  Get  a  break  on  capital  gains  taxes  S 

•  Ensure  that  Mississippi  College  has  the  resources 
to  continue  to  strive  for  academic  excellence  and 
commitment  to  the  cause  of  Christ 


Example  of  One-Life  Chantable  Gin  Annuity  Rates  and  Benefits  for  $10,000 

For  more 

Age  R«te  Annual  Income  Tax  Deduction*  please 

65  ^  . . contact  the  Office  of 

70  6.5%  $650  $3,400.70  Advancement: 

80 . '8.0%’ . ’$800 . Ks’ss’io  Ru**«nd 

% . ’ii'!3%”-  ’i’i’.’isb  is.’sse.’sb ' 

*Bxample  only;  Tax  deductions  will  vary  according  to  date  and  amount  of  gift 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Where  Purpose  Begins 

Psalm  8:1-6,  Hebrews  2:8-10, 14-15 


Kevin  h 


The  events  of  9-11  four  years 
ago  caused  people  all  across  the 
United  States  to  re-evaluate  their 


"Where  should  I  begin 
my  search  for  life's  pur¬ 
pose?"  I  believe  mere 
are  at  least  three  steps 
that  one  must  take  in  bei 


eginning 


purpose  for  existing.  September  the  search  for  God-given  pur- 
11  was  an  alarm  clock  that  pose  in  life.  We  must. 


should  have  awakened  this 
nation  to  our  need  of  God  and 
godliness.  Sadly  however,  many 
have  hit  the  snooze  button  and 
returned  to  seeking  fulfillment 
and  purpose  in  the  world. 

Last  week  we  discovered 
how  futile  attempts  to  find  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  world  can  be. 
Solomon  sought  purpose  in 
wisdomi  wealm,  worldly  plea¬ 
sure,  and  work.  Though  he 
achieved  each  of  these  goals,  he 
found  that  each  avenue  lead  to 
a  dead  end  of  dissatisfaction. 

If  the  avenues  that  Solomon 
investigated  lead  to  a  dead  end, 
the  obvious  question  arises. 


Sharpen  our  Focus  —  Psalm 
8:1-6 

In  order  to  sharpen  our  focus 
we  must  examine  our  reverence 
(v.  1-4).  God  is  HoW.  The  majes^ 
and  glory  of  His  Holy  Name  fills 
all  the  earth  and  overflows  the 
heavens.  He  is  our  creator,  there¬ 
fore  He  is  the  only  one  worthy  to 
determine  our  purpose  in  life. 
We  must  understand  who  has 
established  our  purpose  and 
reverence  Him. 

In  order  to  sharpen  our  focus, 
we  must  also  examine  our  reflec¬ 
tion  (v.  5).  Man  has  been  given 
the  elevated  honor  and  privilege 
of  reflecting  God's  honor  and 


Explore  the  Bible 

'Who  Needs  the  Gospel?  They  Do!' 

Romans  1:18-32 


Davis 


When  our  children  were 
growing  up,  we  lauded,  played 

games,  and  hugged  a  lot.  But, 
rere  were  times  when  we  had 
to  guide,  correct,  and  discipline 
them.  We  echoed  the  words  of 
our  OWN  parents:  "This  hurts 
me  more  man  it  hurts  you." 
They  probably  thought,  as  we 
did,  "yeah,  ri^t."  But  they,  nor 
we,  ever  spoke  those  words  to 
our  parents.  It  hurt  us  deeply 
when  our  children  disobeyed  us, 
but  we  knew  that  we  had  to  get 
their  attention  in  such  a  way  mat 
they  would  respect  the  authority 
God  gave  us  as  parents.  We 
wanted  our  children  to  respect 
others,  their  parents,  teachers, 
and  most  importantly... God. 

How  mucn  more  do  we,  who 
love  God  and  know  better,  hurt 
our  Creator  —  God? 

1.  God's  Wrath  Revealed 
(Romans  1:18-20)  We  don't  like 


to  think  of  God  show¬ 
ing  His  wrath.  But  His 
wrath  is  His  consistent  q 
attitude  and  response  to 
sin.  (A  grief  that  expresses  itself 
in  correcting  us  and  motivating 
us  to  do  right).  God's  relation¬ 
ship  with  Israel  was  special... 
as  long  as  they  kept  His  law. 
(Exodus  24:3-8)  Two  things  that 
provoked  God's  wrath  was  (1) 
when  Israel  disobeyed  His  law, 
and  (2)  when  otner  nations 
were  cruel  to  Israel.  Patii^spoke 
three  times  of  the  wrath  of  God, 
but  he  never  spoke  of  God 
being  angry.  God  loves  the  sin¬ 
ner,  even  in  judgment.  God 
showed  His  etemm  power  and 
divine  nature  through  His  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  world  and  its 
inhabitants.  Therefore,  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  lived  unrighteous  lives 
were  without  excuse. 

2.  Idol  Worship  Causes 
Disrespect  (Romans  1:21-25). 
When  reading  about  the  people 


Davis 


glory.  We  are  made  in 
His  image  and  accord- 
ing  to  His  likeness.  Our 
-  -][■  purpose  includes 
reflecting  God  in  our 
thoughts,  words,  and 
’  deeds.  We  should  do  all 
jm  that  we  do  to  reflect  the 
■r  V  honor  and  glory  of  God. 
We  should  stnve  to  be 
the  mirror  image  or 
'  reflection  of  Him. 

Finally  we  must  examine 
our  responsibility  (v.  6).  God 
has  given  us  the  responsibility 
of  being  fruitful  and  multiply¬ 
ing,  thus  subduing  the  eartn. 
We  should  not  only  be  fruitful 
physically,  but  we  should  be 
fruitful  spiritually  and  mulhply 
by  making  disciples  of  all  the 
nations.  When  we  consider  that 
there  are  more  people  alive 
today  than  have  ever  been  alive 
in  history,  y/e  understand  that 
God  has  entrusted  the  church 
of  today  wjth  a  great  responsi- 
biliw.  V^en  we  truly  reverence 
God  and  strive  to  be  a  reflection 
of  His  glory,  we  will  strive  to 
fulfill  me  responsibility  that 
God  has  entrusted  us  with:  ful¬ 
filling  the  Great  Commission. 

of  Rome,  I  wonder  how 
they  could  have  been 
so  olind  about  the  sins 
they  were  committing 
witn  their  bodies.  We're 
all  aware  of  the  deterio¬ 
rating  condition  of 
America.  Every  day, 
people  around  us  are 
letting  down  the  moral 
standards  our  country 
was  founded  upon.  We 
have  the  ability  to  choose  a 
lifestyle  that  will  honor  God. 
But,  like  the  Roman  church, 
many  worship  idols  instead  of 
glorifying  the  Lord.  Sexual 
impurity  (homosexuality)  is 
expressed  the  clearest  in  the 
New  Testament  in  Romans 
1:26-27,  where  it  is  condemned. 
The  sin  of  idolatry  is  selfish¬ 
ness.  The  (3entiles  often  wor¬ 
shiped  their  own  pleasures 
instead  of  God.  So,  God  gave 
them  over  to  what  their  hearts 
desired...  unnatural  sexual 
pleasures  (v.  24),  where  they 
degraded  themselves  (Romans 
1:26-31).  The  Gentiles  l^w  the 
truth  of  God,  but  chose  to  wor¬ 
ship  idols  of  their  own  creation. 

3.  Consetfuences  of 
Godlessness  (Romans  1:26-31). 
Sin  is  still  spelled  S-I-N,  and  it 


See  our  Failure  —  Hebrews 
2:8b 

When  we  take  time  to  sharp¬ 
en  our  focus,  we  are  bound  to 
recognize  how  we  have  failed  in 
our  purpose.  We  all  have  sinned 
and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God.  The  Bible  says  that  there  is 
none  who  does  good,  not  even 
one!  Even  when  we  put  forth 
our  best  efforts,  they  are  like 
filthy  rags  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

As  sinners,  we  are  hopeless. 
We  need  someone  to  do  for  us, 
what  we  cannot  do  for  ourselves. 
We  need  an  intervention!  In 
order  to  be  capable  of  fulfilling 
our  life's  purpose  and  find  fulfill¬ 
ment  in  life  we  must  recognize 
our  utter  failure  at  being  what 
God  has  created  us  to  be  and  our 
deaerate  need  of  restoration. 

Secure  our  Fulfillment  — 
Hebrews  2:9-10, 14-15 

Despite  our  failure  to  fulfill 
God's  original  purpose  for  us, 
God  has  chosen  to  offer  us 
restoration  of  purpose  through 
Christ.  Jesus  came  to  take  our 
sin,  and  in  turn,  impute  to  us 
His  perfect  righteousness.  Our 
fulfillment  and  sahsfaction  in 
life  is  in  Christ.  Our  life's  pur- 

separates  man  from  God.  Today, 
the  terminology  has  been  soft¬ 
ened.  People  are  said  to  make 
"mistakes*',  or  the  "wrong 
choice."  It's  not  called  "GOSSIP^ 
anymore.  It's  "the  speedy  trans¬ 
mission  of  near-factual  informa¬ 
tion."  But  in  spiritual  language, 
they  sinned  against  God. 
Godlessness  is  a  lifestyle  that 
deliberately  excludes  Gixi.  But 
God  takes  sin  seriously.  Think  of 
the  cross  of  Calvary!  The 
Romans  didn't  want  to  only  wor¬ 
ship  God.  They  preferred 
unaeanness,  idolatry,  and  vile 
passions,  so  He  gave  them  over 
to  a  worthless  (rejected)  mind  (v. 
28).  In  verses  29-31,  Paul  list^ 
twenty-one  sins  that  described 
the  pieqple  of  Rome.  That  was 
Rome  THEN.  This  is  America 
NOW.  Today,  we  don't  acknowl¬ 
edge  sin.  Even  if  everybody 
knows  the  circumstances,  mere  is 
little  public  repentance.  Life  is 
resumed  as  they  attend  church. 
No  shame  or  confession.  We  fail 
to  realize  that  God  is  our  eye  vvdt- 
ness.  Any  sin  we  commit  against 
others  is  also  sin  and  disrespect 
toward  Ckxi.  "...Inasmuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me."  (Matthew  25:40 


pose  is  found  only  in  Christ.  We 
will  only  find  and  achieve  our 
God-given  purpose  when  we 
experience  restoration  through 
salvation  in  Christ. 

Where  should  we  begin  our 
search  for  life's  purpose?  We 
should  begin  Iw  sharpening  our 
focus  of  v>^t  (j<xl  has  called  us 
to  be,  by  seeing  our  failure  at 
being  what  Ckxi  has  required, 
and  oy  securing  lasting  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  satisfaction  by  experi¬ 
encing  restoration  through  Jesus 
Christ.  That  restoration  can  be 
experienced  by  all  who  will  first. 
Turn  from  their  sin  in  rgjen- 
tance.  Second,  by  trusting  J^us 
Christ  alone  for  salvation.  Many 
trust  a  sinner's  prayer,  a  baptism, 
a  church  membership  or  their 
own  good  works  rather  than 
Jesus.  They  focus  on  what  they 
did,  rather  than  on  what  He  did. 
We  are  saved  by  grace  through 
faith  in  Christ  alone!  Finally,  by 
transforming.  True  salvation 
brings  true  transformation;  a 
transformation  that  brings  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  purpose  in  life. 

Ivy  is  a  pastor  of  Fairfield 
Church,  Moselle. 

KJV)  I  Corinthians  6:19  describes 
our  bodies  as  the  temple  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  is  in  us.  And  our 
body  is  made  to  glorify  God.  "For 
you  have  been  bought  with  a 
price:  Therefore  glorify  Lkxl  in 
your  body."  (1  Corinthians  6:20) 

Dear  God,  Thank  you  for 
the  intricate  body  you've  given 
us.  Help  us  to  honor  you  m  all 
we  say  and  do.  The  way  we  use 
our  bodies  is  like  we  are  mock¬ 
ing  your  perfect  plan.  May  we 
as  Christ  Followers  "present 
our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice." 
(Romans  12:1)  May  each  move¬ 
ment  of  our  bodies  "be  accept¬ 
able  in  Thy  sight,"  In  Jesus' 
Name,  Amen. 

4.  Ignoring  the  True  God 
(Romans  1:32)  "...To  him  that 
knoweth  to  do  good  and  doeth 
it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin."  (James 
4:17)  The  Gentiles  knew  they 
would -receive  God's  displea¬ 
sure,  but  chose  to  do  as  they 
pleased.  To  compound  their 
own  sin,  they  encouraged  oth¬ 
ers  to  do  the  same.  Am  I  now 
participating  in  sin,  for  which  I 
need  repentance,  confession, 

;  and  forgiveness? 

Davis  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  to  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  l^sis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  "self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Vacation  Bible  School 


1.  Sl^den  Church,  Marshall/ 
Lafayette  Association,  rec¬ 
ognizes  their  Bible  drillers. 
Shown  is  the  youth  Bible 
drill  team. 


2.  Sl<^den  Church,  Marshall/ 
Lafayette  Association, 
recently  ordained  seven 
new  deacons.  Shown,  from 
left,  are  Bryant  Russell, 
William  Knight,  Tommy 
Jamieson,  Dennis  Bales, 
Don  Eady,  Adam  Sanders, 
and  Gary  Teel. 

3.  Bovina  Chuith,  Vicksburg, 
GAs  received  their  badges 
on  Mission  Recognihon 
Sunday.  Shown  are  the  GAs. 

4.  Leonard  Howell  has  served 
Amaziah  Church,  Union 

^  County  Association,  for  five 
years.  During  that  time,  the 
rural  church  grew  from  thir¬ 
teen  to  a  higli  attendance  on 
Easter  Sunday  of  101. 
Howell's  grandson,  Jason 
Howell,  serves  as  bivocation- 
al  associate  pastor,  and  James 
Rhea  serves  as  bivocational 
music  director.  Shown  are 
Rhea,  Jessi  Howell,  Jason 
Howell,  Dot  Howell,  and 
Leonard  Howell. 


1 .  Bible  Drillers,  Slayden  Church,  Marshall/Lafayette  Assn. 


4.  Rhea  and  Howell  family,  Amaziah  Church,  Union  County  Assn 


2.  Deacon  Ordination,  Slayden  Church,  Marshall/Lafayette  Assn 


5.  Sylva  Rena  Church,  Water 
Valley,  Women  on  Mission 

>  sponsored  a  teacher  appreci¬ 
ation  event  at  the  elementary 
and  high  schools.  Showm  are 
some  of  the  participants 
serving  refreshments. 

6.  Cade  CampbeU  was  ordained 
to  preach  ^  gospel  by  New 
Hope  Churdt,  Foxworth, 
Aug.  21. 9iown  with  the  New 
Orleans  Seminary  student  are 
Tim  Parker,  pastor;  Campbell; 
Kent  Campbell,  father  and 
p^tor  of  Woodlawn  Church, 
Vicksburg;  Archie  Herring, 
AMD,  Tri-Count\'  Association; 
Bill  Campbell,  pastor.  Bethel 

I  Church,  Monticello;  and^'an- 
geUst  James  Messer. 


5.  Teacher  Appreciation  Event,  Sylva  Rena  Church,  Water  Valley 


3.  GA  Recognition,  Bovina  Church,  Vicksburg 


6.  Campbell  Ordination,  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth 


Immanuel  Church,  Natchez,  has  called  Adam  M.  Smith  as 

gastor.  Smith  is  a  graduate  of  William  Carey  College  and  New 
►rleans  Seminary. 

Cambridge  Church,  Gautier,  has  called  Greg  Spencer  as 
pastor.  Spencer  comes  from  Cashie  Church,  Windsor,  N.C.  and 
IS  a  graduate  of  Southeastern  Seminary. 

First  Church,  Laurel,  has  called  Rick  Carter  as  associate  pas; 
tor,  minister  of  education  and  administrator.  He  comes  from 
Greenville  and,  along  with  his  wife  Nedra,  served  as  IMB  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 

First  Church,  Mize,  has  called  Kelby  Johnson  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  He  attends  Southeastern  Bible  College  in 
Laurel  and  previously  served  at  Pine  Ridge  Church,  Laurel. 

Jerry  W.  Smith  of  luka  has  been  called  as  pastor  of  Heritage 
Hills  Church,  Santa  Claus,  Ind.  Smith  is  a  graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  and  Southwestern  Seminary,  and  previously 
served  churches  in  Mississippi  and  Vermont. 


t  aiaaaaiaa 


1 .  Spring  Cottage  Church,  Columbia 


2.  Mount  Pisgah  Church,  Carrollton 


1.  Spring  Cottage  Church,  Columbia'  enrolled 
54  in  VBS  witn  an  av'erage  attendance  of  45. 
The  church's  VBS  offering  was  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  83  Bibles  for  the  Send  the  Word  project. 
Three  children  made  professions  of  faith. 
Shown  are  some  of  the  participants. 


2.  Mount  Pisgah  Church,  Carrollton,  recently 
held  their  '^'ach  Blast"  VBS.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 
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